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Sir: 



Applicants direct the attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office to the references listed on the 
attached PTO/SB/08. This information disclosure statement is being submitted concurrently with a request 
for continued examination. 

The relevance of the non-English references is as follows. The European search report issued in a 
corresponding European patent application describes the relevance of DE 92 17 659, DE 299 08 623, JP 63- 
039416, and JP 59-061573. English translations are provided of the abstracts of DE 299 02 947, DE 298 03 
637, JP 63-039416, and JP 59-061573. U.S. patent 6,684,73 1 corresponds to DE 299 08 623. 

The undersigned authorizes the Director to charge any fee deficiency associated with this 
communication to deposit account 22-0261. 
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BA 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. " CITE NO.: Those application(s) which are marked with an single asterisk (*) next 
to the Cite No. are not supplied (under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(tii» because that application was filed after June 30, 2003 or is available in the IFW. 1 Applicant's 
unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued 
the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must 
precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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